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Jamal Mitchell of Shelton releases a butterfly at the Riverwalk in Shelton on Sunday, June 13, 2010. The butterfly release was a fund-raiser for a memorial foundation in the name of Viviana Rose Cavalli, a 2009 Shelton High School graduate who was killed in a car accident on November 20, 2009. Proceeds from the event are going to fund scholarships in Cavalli's name. Photo: Brian A. Pounds / Connecticut Post | Buy This Photo 





People make donations to the Shelton Butterfly Project at the foundation's booth at the Riverwalk in Shelton on Sunday, June 13, 2010. Photo: Brian A. Pounds / Connecticut Post | Buy This Photo 
SHELTON -- Viviana Rose Cavalli was sweet, beautiful and "ridiculously charming," according to her friends, just like the hundreds of painted lady butterflies released at the Riverwalk Sunday in her honor and others who have died under similarly tragic circumstances.

Viviana, 18, was killed Nov. 20, 2009, after the car she was a passenger in plunged off a bank near exit 13 on Route 8. Her boyfriend and the driver, Lawrence Morra, 19, also died and their friend Kassandra Dimas, who was sitting in the backseat, was injured.

"She was ridiculously charming," Dimas said of Cavalli. "She was just a wonderful friend."

Dimas was one of several hundred people who donated $20 for one of the butterflies, which were then released along the Housatonic River. The money from the sale of the butterflies will fund the foundation in Viviana's memory that will distribute scholarships in her honor. 

Two $2,500 scholarships will be given to graduating seniors at Shelton High School, from which Viviana graduated in 2009.

The foundation also will work to educate young people about the dangers of speeding and drunk driving, her mother Dee Turka said.

"We wanted to raise awareness about the cause of the growing statistics of deaths of this kind," Turka said. At the time of the accident Morra's blood alcohol level was .13, according to police.

Turka said she was pleased by the community's response to the fundraiser.

"It has been an overwhelmingly positive, positive reaction," she said. "The community has really come together to show their support."

At the time of her death, Viviana was attending Central Connecticut State University and studying marketing, Turka said.

Her father Giulio Cavalli was equally pleased with Sunday's turnout.

"It is a beautiful ceremony," he said of the launching of the butterflies, "and it's for a good cause -- it's wonderful that all of these people are here to show their support."

"She would be proud that everyone was here to show their support," Viviana's friend Stacey Rogers said.

After Viviana's death, Turko became involved with IMPACT -- Mourning Parents Act, a group of the family and friends of teens who died in car accidents. 

"Bereaved parents are like magnets to one another," said Sherry Chapman, who co-founded the group in December 2002 after the death of her 19-year-old son Ryan Ramirez after a car accident in Hebron. "No one else understands what we have been through."

Since its inception eight years ago, the group's members have grown from three to more than 30, equal to the number of accidents over that time that has claimed young lives.

"Dee felt like she had to do something about this public epidemic," said Chapman, a Coventry resident who was on hand at Sunday's event. 

Group members visit area schools to talk about the dangers of drunk and reckless driving, Chapman said. "We don't preach, we share our very personal stories so we can get into the kid's heads through their hearts," she said.

