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FARMINGTON — David Roy will attend an anniversary Mass today and then make the trek to a lonely hill on Route 6 in Bristol where he’ll wait for family and friends to gather.

He’s spent nearly the past two years making sure that other fathers and families don’t have to make the same journey. But he’s not ready to give up just yet.

“I’m going to continue the fight to get as far as I can,” said Roy, who will mark the second anniversary of the death of his 16-year-old daughter Alyssa today at a candlelight vigil on the Route 6 stretch of road where she and three other teens were killed. “I don’t want any other family to have to go through this.”

Roy became an outspoken lobbyiest in favor of stricter teen driving laws after the crash, which police said was caused by the driver, Sean Landry, 18, of Terryville, using a slick “Fast and the Furious” stunt called “drifting” while traveling more than 100 miles an hour on a curve near St. Joseph Cemetery. Landry, Miles Gosselin, 17, of Burlington, and Jordan Gagnon, 16, of Farmington, also died in the crash. Three others were injured in the car Landry struck.

Since then, Roy has spoken in front of thousands of teens at high schools throughout the state with Mourning Parents Act, a nonprofit organization dedicated to safe teen driving, and in front of the state legislature to support a 2008 bill that required lengthier driving training and more restrictions and penalties for teen drivers.

His message is powerful. He’s a father who lost his little girl in an accident that could have been prevented.

“It’s not just about keeping teens safe,” he said. “It’s about keeping everybody safe on the road. Anyone could be a victim of teen driving, everyone is at risk. This is about preserving life for everyone.”

The bill, which went into effect Aug. 1, 2008, is helping to save lives, state Department of Motor Vehicles officials announced four weeks ago. Teen speeding convictions are down 43 percent from 2,777 to 1,585, teen cell phone or distracted driving violations are down 51 percent, from 293 to 144 and teen driving deaths have dropped from 17 in 2007 to 14 in 2008.

Mourning Parents Act founder and president Sherry Chapman, who lost her son Ryan Ramirez in a drunken-driving accident in 2002, said in the past year the group has grown to include parents from other states. They are planning a golf tournament at Blue Fox Run in Avon on Sept. 15 and have set their sights on going national.

“I think Connecticut has made significant strides in the past year,” said Chapman, who sat on Gov. M. Jodi Rell’s teen driving task force that crafted the bill. “I am very proud of what we accomplished. Preliminary statistics show we have had an impact on teen drivers and I think we’ve really advanced the recognition of teen driving risks.”

But as far as Roy is concerned, it’s not enough.

“I’m shooting for the year that no teens die in driving accidents,” he said Wednesday. “I know it may seem unrealistic, but what we’ve done so far has been reactive not proactive. We’re looking at presenting some proactive suggestions to the legislature this year.”

In the two years since Alyssa’s death, the Roy family has done everything possible to bring the positive to a horrific situation. They sponsored family fun days and golf tournaments in Alyssa’s name. The family agreed to have Alyssa’s photo used on billboard’s promoting Mourning Parents Act’s mission and safe driving.

The group gives presentations to students and parents with actual family members and friends who have lost someone in a teen crash. Their logo “!MPACT” starts with an exclamation point dotted with a broken heart.

As a member of the group, Roy has spoken in front of hundreds of students including kids at Farmington High School who went to school with his daughter.

“It takes me one or two days to recover after speaking but I know that if it affects the way one kid thinks about driving, it’s worth it,” Roy said. “If it winds up saving one life, I feel as though I’ve done something positive.” Anyone interested in more information on Mourning Parents Act or the golf tournament can visit their Web site at mourningparentsact.org or call (860) 659-3833.
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